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Instructional 
Timeframe: 

Learning Goals Suggested Learning Support 

 
Unit 2 

Theme/Inferences/ 
Reading Strategies 

 
 

25 Days 
 
 

Overarching learning goals: 
- I can infer from a text and defend my inferences with 
textual evidence.  
- I can identify a theme in a passage and support it with 
textual evidence 
- I can use reading strategies to increase my fluency and 
comprehension 
 
Overarching language goals: 
-I can write an expository composition with a controlling 
thesis and supporting details.   
-I can read for understanding and purpose with fluency 
and comprehension.  
-I can speak and listen with peers in small groups to 
discuss a prompt.   
 

“Abuela Invents the Zero” by Judith 
Ortiz Cofer 
 “Pandora’s Box” by Louis Untemeyer 
“The Old Grandfather and His Little 
Grandson” by Leo Tolstoy 
“The Wise Old Woman” by Yoshiko 
Uchida 
 
Resources outside of the textbook: 
“The Fighter” by Walter Dean Myers 
“The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson 
 

PASS Content Standards 

- 1.0 Vocabulary- Roots, prefixes, and suffixes to determine word meaning; word origins; 
reference materials; connotative and denotative meaning; context clues 
- 2.0 Fluency- The student will identify words rapidly so that attention is directed to the meaning 
of text.   
- 3.1.a Literal Understanding- Apply prereading strategies when reading both fiction and 
nonfiction, determine the purpose for reading, preview the text and use prior knowledge to make 
connections  
- 3.1.b Literal Understanding- Show understanding by asking questions and supporting answers 
with literal information from text 
- 3.2.a- Inferences and Interpreting- Make inferences and draw conclusions supported by text 
evidence and student experiences 
- 3.2.b- Inferences and Interpreting- Connect, compare, and contrast ideas, themes, and issues 
across texts 
- 3.4.e- Analysis and Evaluation- Analyze character traits, conflicts, motivations, points of view, 
and changes that occur within the story 
- 3.4.f- Analysis and Evaluation- Analyze the structural elements of plot, subplot, and climax and 
explain the way in which conflicts are or are not resolved 
- 3.5- Monitoring and Correction Strategies 
- 4.1- Literary Genres- The student will demonstrate a knowledge of and an appreciation for 
various forms of literature.  
- 4.2.a- Literary Elements- analyze and explain elements of fiction including plot, conflict, 
character, mood, setting, theme, point of view, and author’s purpose 
- 3.1.a- Standard Usage- Use the principal parts of verbs and progressive verb forms 
- 3.1.b- Standard Usage- Identify and correctly use transitive and intransitive verbs 
- 3.1.c- Standard Usage- Identify and correctly use linking verbs 
- 3.1.d- Standard Usage- Make subject and verbs agree 
- 3.1.n- Standard Usage- Distinguish commonly confused words 
- 3.2.c- Mechanics and Spelling- Distinguish correct spelling of commonly misspelled words and 
homonyms 
- 3.3.e- Sentence Structure- Compare sentences with simple, complete, and compound predicates 
 
In Units 1 and 2: 
- 2.1 Compose narrative text to include short stories, fictional, biographical, or autobiographical 
narratives that: 
       a. create and develop a plot or sequence of events using well-chosen details that reveal the 
significance of each event 
       b. create and develop a character (s), including comparisons, that show the character’s (s’) 
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beliefs and qualities 
       c. create and develop an appropriate point of view (e.g., third person limited or first person 
point of view) 
     d. create and maintain a setting that enhances the narration 
     e. adjust tone and style to make writing more interesting and engaging to the audience 
     f. use a range of narrative devices including dialogue, internal monologue, suspense, specific 
action, physical and background descriptions, and foreshadowing 
     g. reveal the writer’s attitude about the subject 
     h. use sensory details and previse word choice   

PASS Plus 
(when mastering the 

above PASS standards, 
these PASS Plus 

standards are also 
mastered) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
RL 8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course 
of the text 
RI 8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text 
RI 8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text  

Possible Learning Activities Possible Assessments Essential Questions 

 Inference chart 
 Close Reading 
 Socratic Seminars 
 Fishbowl Discussions 
 Thematic Cluster Diagrams 
 Compare-Contrast Charts 
 Inference Sentence Stems 

Quick writes, exit tickets, expository 
composition related to theme 

Are there universal themes in 
literature that are of interest 
or concern to all cultures and 
societies? 
 

Academic Vocabulary/Concepts Proficiency Scales* 
Inference, main idea, supporting details, 
evidence 
Theme, symbolism, Conclusion, Summary, 
Compare, Contrast, textual evidence 
 

0 – Even with help, no success 
0.5 – With help, partial success at score 2 

content but not at score 3 content 
1 – With help, partial success at score 2 

content and score 3 content 
1.5 – Partial success at score 2 content, 

and major omissions regarding score 3 
content 

2 – Content Specific (see below) 
2.5 – No major omissions regarding score 

2 content, and partial success at score 3 
content. 

3 – Content Specific (see below) 
3.5 – In addition to score 3 performance, 

partial success at 4 content. 
4 – In addition to score 3 performance, the 

student demonstrates in-depth 
inferences and application that go 
beyond what was taught. 

 
Theme 
2 – The student will recognize or recall 

specific vocabulary such as analyze, 
central idea, character, development, 
plot, relationship, setting, summarize, 
summary, supporting detail, text, theme. 
The student will perform basic 
processes, such as (1) determine a 
theme or central idea of a grade-
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appropriate text and (2) summarize a 
grade-appropriate text using a teacher-
provided graphic organizer. 

3 – The student will (1) analyze the 
development of a theme or central idea 
over the course of a grade-appropriate 
text, including its relationship to 
characters, setting, plot, and supporting 
details and (2) provide an objective 
summary of a grade-appropriate text. 

 
Inferences 
2 – The student will recognize or recall 

specific vocabulary, such as: analysis, 
cite, explicit, inference, logical, support, 
text, textual evidence. The student will 
perform basic processes, such as 
describe what a grade-appropriate text 
says explicitly and draw logical 
inferences. 

3 – The student will cite textual evidence 
that supports an analysis of what a 
grade-appropriate text says explicitly, as 
well as to support inferences drawn 
from the text. 

 
* All proficiency scales are derived from Marzano Research Laboratory’s Proficiency Scale Bank and 
chosen by the OKCPS curriculum committee 

mailto:http://www.marzanoresearch.com/resources/proficiency-scale-bank

