


Plot Summary: Using information for the five questions, write a summary of the plot. Be sure to introduce the story title and author in the first sentence along with a general statement about what it is about—i.e. war, friendship, love, reconciliation, etc…. Then state the main events, giving the main characters’ name, in order that they occur. Include only the main events and characters. Conclude with a summary sentence that about what the story teaches through the events explained.
Plot Analysis: Write an analysis that includes how the writer creates suspense (or interest) in the plot. Be sure to include the title and author in the topic sentence along with your evaluation of the plot. Then explain how flashbacks, foreshadowing, conflict, point of view and irony make the story suspenseful, or at least, interesting to read. How does the writer capture readers’ attention and interest? Include one quotation. That is explained. Conclude the analysis with a summary statement of effectiveness of the writer’s story telling style.


Plot Summary and Analysis:

Academic Vocabulary:

Analysis: To look at the different parts or traits of the story, scene and character to identify the written and inferred meanings.
Chronological Order: Events (or items) are organized according to when they occurred. 
Climax: The high point of a story when the readers’ interest is piqued (captured) and everything comes together.
Conflict: A problem in a story. It may be between two characters (person vs. person), inside of a character (person vs. self), between a character and the environment, such as during a storm (person vs. nature), or between a character and a large group of people, such as a town, mob or popular opinion (person vs. society). Is it realistic? Are the characters’ responses realistic? How is the conflict resolved (solved); is this realistic and believable?
Denouement or Falling Action: This is the ending of the story in which the resolution occurs.
Destabilizing Event: Something in the introduction that upsets the lives of the character(s) and starts the story’s action. It may involve a stranger arriving in town, an unexpected announcement, a crime or some other event.
Dialogue: Words spoken by characters. 
Exposition: The introduction of a story. It may include description of the setting and/or characters. Note how the writer begins, the tone of the introduction, foreshadowing or flashbacks included and what writer emphasizes. 
External Conflict: Problems that occur outside of a character. It may be between the character(s) and others or nature. Notice the nature of the threat, how the character(s) perceives it and then responds. 
Evaluation: To take an analysis and determine whether or not the writer successfully develops the plot in the story. Is the plot suspenseful; do readers want to read the story to the end? Are there conflicts, flashbacks, foreshadowing and ironic events that  add depth to the plot and make the reading experience more interesting? Is the plot realistic and yet interesting?
First Person Point of View: A character tells the story. Is this character reliable? How does the choice of narrator impact the reader’s experience?
Flashback: An event that happened before the time of the story. It is often used to set up the history of a character or situation.
Foreshadowing: Clues given that create suspense and interest in the story. What is about to happen is hinted at.
Inference: Readers draw conclusions about the characters and what is really happening beyond the words written. This comes from “reading between the lines” and thinking about why or how characters do what they do or arrive at the places they have arrived at in the story.
Internal Conflict: Problems that occur inside a character. It may be due to guilt, strong emotions (anger, fear, etc…), a decision that must be made or some other personal dilemma.
Interpretation: Readers take the details—dialogue and summaries (descriptions and actions in the story)—and draw conclusions as to what the writer is really expressing through the characters, events, words and actions of the story.
Introduction: See Exposition.
Irony: Unexpected twists and turns in the plot.
Narrator: The person telling the story. This may be a character, the author or a persona that is outside the story and yet not the author.
Plot: The events in a story as they occur. This includes flashbacks and foreshadowing hints in the order that the writer presents them.
Point of View: The way in which a story is told. From whose perspective the story being told?
Realism: The extent to which the events and characters are believable. Are their responses, words, actions and reactions similar to those of readers’ experiences of life?
Resolution: The way in which a conflict is solved or finished. Sometimes a writer will leave a story (conflict) unresolved.
Rising Action: The events that build suspense and establish the story’s plot.
Setting: The time and place of the story
Storyline: The chronological order of events in a story. Flashbacks would be come before the events of the story’s main plot line.
Subtexts: This is information writers give beneath the surface of the story. Readers must infer its meaning by looking at word choice, emphasis in details, repetition, responses, especially those that are unpredictable, and figurative language.
Suspense: The state of being for readers that makes them want to continue reading a story to discover what will happen next.
Summaries: Sections of the story that are not dialogue. These include descriptions of setting, characters and the action of the story.

Synthesis: This is when a reader pulls together the analysis of a story to draw his/her own conclusions and reveal what s/he has learned through the story itself.
Third Person Point of View: Someone outside of the story tells the story. This may be the writer or a persona the writer assumes for telling the story.
Third Person Limited Omniscient Point of View: The writer limits him/herself to knowledge and revelation about one character as he/she tells the story as an outside observer.
Third Person Omniscient Point of View: The writer knows and reveals everything about every character as s/he tells the story as an outside observer.
Tone: Emotional feel behind words spoken or written.

Plot: The events in a story as they happen.


Storyline: The chronological order of events.





Narrator or person telling the story, including First Person or Third Person (Omniscient or Limited omniscient)





Who





Where





Chronological order of events that includes Foreshadowing and Flashbacks





When





How the writer uses all of these elements to capture the readers’ interest and  create suspense





Why





What





Main events or what happens from Rising Action to Climax to Dénouement, as well as the conflicts (internal and external) that create the action What is the destabilizing event that starts the action? What are the conflicts?








Where action takes place or setting and its impact on events





Title of Story: ________________________ Author: _________


Plot: The events in a story as they happen


Storyline: The chronological order of events
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Point of View:
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Impact on story:





Destabilizing Event:
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Rising Action:
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Denouement:
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Foreshadowing:











Setting 1 (include descriptive details):














Setting 2:








