“There is not in the whole colony of Louisiana an establishment more useful to make than on the branch of this river not only because of the mild climate, the fertility of the land, the richness of the minerals, but also because of the possibility of trade that one might introduce with Spain and New Mexico. If one could control the trade which the Spanish carry on with the Comanches…one could become master if this region.  It isn’t necessary to add that one could handle a quantity of cow hides (buffalo) and other pelty that would be easily obtained from the Spanish.”






Jean Baptiste Bénard de La Harpe




                  Report to French government, 1719.
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