To the Chiefs of the Upper Cherokees: 


 My Children, I am glad to see you at the seat of government, to take you by the hand, and to assure you in person of the friendship of the Untied States towards all their red children.  The journey you have come is a long one.  


You complain that you do not receive you just proportion of the annuities we pay your nation.  My children, this distribution is made by the authority of the Cherokee nation, and according to their own rules over which we have no control.  We do our duty in delivering the annuities to the head men of the nation.  But we will instruct our agent, Colonel Meigs, to exhort the chiefs to do justice to all the parts of their nation and to endeavor that every town shall have its due share.  We wish to do whatever will best secure your people from suffering for want of clothes or food.  I inform you that the payments have for the most part been made in money.


You propose, my children, that your nation shall be divided into two, and that your part, the upper Cherokees, shall be separated from the lower by a fixed boundary, shall be placed under the government of the United States, become citizens thereof, and be ruled by our laws.  My Children, I shall rejoice to see the day when the red men, our neighbors, become truly one people with us.  But are you prepared for this?  Have you the resolution to leave off hunting for your living, to live by industry, the men working that from with their hands, or learning trades as we do.  All this is necessary before our laws can suit you or be of any use to you.  


On our part I will ask the assistance of our Great Council, the Congress.


My children, carry these words to your people, advise with Colonel Meigs in your proceedings, ask him to inform me from time to time how you go on, and I will further advise you in what may be necessary.  Tell you people I take them all by the hand; that I leave them free to do as they choose, and that whatever choice they make, I will still be their friend and father.” 



Thomas Jefferson, May 4, 1808.

