
Three days having gone by since some maize had been sought after, and but little found in comparison with the great want there was for it, the Governor became obliged to move at once.


The next day, many Indians came, with bows and arrows, to set upon the Christians, when he commanded that all the armed horsemen should be mounted and in readiness.


After remaining quietly half an hour, six chiefs arrived at the camp, stating that they had come to find out what people it might be.  After presenting six or seven skins and shawls brought with them, they took their leave.


The Governor moved to another town.  The Indians soon came up the stream, jumped on shore, and told the Governor that they were the vassals of a great lord.
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They were painted with ochre, wearing great bunches of white and other plumes of many colors, having feathered shields in their hands.  The chief ordering three barges to draw near, wherein was great quantity of fish, and loaves like bricks.  De Soto receiving, gave him thanks and again entreated him to land.


Making the gift had been a pretext to discover if any harm might be done.  Afterward they came many times landed; when approached, they would go back to their barges.  

                                               “Narrative of a Gentleman of Elvas”  
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