“The Georgians have extended their laws, to which we are unaccustomed, which harass our braves and make the children suffer and cry.  I know the Indians have an older title than theirs.  We obtained the land from the living God above…Yet they are strong and we are weak.  We are few, they are many.  We cannot remain here in safety and comfort.  I know we love the graves of our fathers…We can never forget these homes, I know, but an unbending, iron necessity tells us we must leave them.”

                                          Major Ridge, 1837
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