Letter of Vasquez de Coronado 

to the Emperor 

Charles V of Spain


On April twentieth of this year I wrote to Your Majesty and gave a detailed account and outline of this expedition, which the viceroy of New Spain ordered me to make, and that while engaged in the conquest and pacification of the natives of this province, some Indians who were natives of other provinces beyond these had told me that in their country there were much larger villages, and that they had Lords who ruled them, who were served with dishes of gold, and other very magnificent things: I determined to go and see it with the men I have here.


In nine days’ mark I reached some plains, so vast that I did not find their limit anywhere that I went.  And I found such a quantity of cows in these, of the kind that I wrote Your Majesty about.  That it is impossible to number them.  And after seventeen days’ march I came across a settlement of Indians who travel round with these cows, who do not plant.  They tan the skins of the cows, with which all the people of this country dress themselves.  They have little field tents made of hides of the cows tanned and greased, very well made.  They have dogs which they load, which carry their tents and poles and small things.    


I traveled five days more, until I reached some plains, as completely without landmarks as if we had been swallowed up.  There was not a stone, nor a bit of rising ground, nor a tree, nor a shrub.


It pleased Our Lord that, after having journeyed across these deserts seventy-seven days, I arrived at the province they call Quivira, to which the guides were conducting me.  In this province, they received me peaceably.


The natives here gave me a piece of copper which a chief Indian wore hung around his neck.  I sent it to the Viceroy of New Spain, because I have not seen any other metal in these parts. The diversity of languages they have in this country and my not having any one who understood them, because they speak their own language in each village, has hindered me, because I have been forced to send captains and men in many directions to find out whether there was anything in this country which could be of service to Your Majesty.    


I fell in with where I went, as well as possible, and they have received no harm in any way from me or from those who went in my company.


What I am sure of is that there is not any gold nor any other metal in all that country, and other things of which they had told me are nothing but little villages and in many of these they do not plant anything and do not have any houses except of skins and sticks.  


I have done all that I possibly could to serve Your Majesty and to discover a country where God our Lord might be served.


And may our Lord protect Your Majesty, with increase of greater kingdoms and powers.  From this province, 20 October, in the year 1541.  Your Majesty’s humble servant and vassal, who would kiss the Royal feet and hands. 
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