“The time seems to have arrived when our policy towards them should undergo an important change.  They neither are, in fact, nor ought to be considered as independent nations.  

Our views of their interest, ought to govern them.  By a proper combination of force and persuasion, of punishments and rewards, they ought to be brought within the pales of law and civilization.  Left to themselves, they will never reach that desirable condition.  

Our laws and manners ought to supersede their present savage manners and customs.

The land ought to be divided among families; and the idea of individual property in the soil carefully inculcated.  Their annuities would constitute an ample school fund.

The Indians are not so suited as to leave it to time and experience to effect their civilization.”
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Secretary of War John C. Calhoun, 

December 5, 1818

