The Decision:


The legislative power of a State, the controlling power of the Constitution and laws of the United States, the political existence of a once numerous and powerful people, all are involved in the subject now to be considered…


We must inquire and decide whether the act of the Legislature of Georgia consistent with or repugnant to the Constitution, laws and treaties of the United States.


From the commencement of our government, Congress has passed acts to regulate trade and (relations) with the Indians; which … consider the several Indian nations as distinct political communities, having territorial boundaries, within which their authority is exclusive.


The Cherokee Nation, then is a distinct community, occupying its own territory, in which the laws of Georgia can have no force, and which the citizens of Georgia have no right to enter but with the assent of the Cherokees themselves.  


The act of the State of Georgia is consequently void.  The Acts of Georgia are repugnant to the Constitution, laws, and treaties of the United States.





John Marshall, Chief Justice, U.S. Supreme Court, 1832

