”The independent Indian nations inhabit the interior parts of North America.…dispersed over almost the whole continent. 

“There is among the various tribes a general resemblance, though not a perfect similarity.  They are of common stature, straight and erect in their gait, and of an olive, or copper complexion.  their hair is long, straight and black.  They are faithful to their friends, but cruel and implacable to their enemies.

“The men are mostly engaged in war, hunting and fishing; the women in more servile employment, imposed on them by the men.  They are frequently, especially in warm climates, almost destitute of clothing; and such as they have; is mostly made of the skins of beasts.”

--Jacob Abbot Cummings, 

An Introduction to Ancient and Modern Geography (1814).
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