“ Our route was continued through prairies, occasionally divided by somber belts of timber, which serve to mark the course of the rivulets. These vast plains, beautiful almost as the fancied enumerable flowers, among the most splendid of which were the azure larkspur.  Serene and charming as the blissful regions of fancy, nothing here appeared to exist but what contributes to harmony…at the mouth of the Kiamichi, about twenty families had cleared considerable farms…receiving heavy yields of corn and cotton from the fertile soil, the corn producing eighty bushels to the acre and settlers demanding three dollars a bushel for it…most of the people fugitives from the States, such as had forfeited the esteem of civilized society.” 
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Thomas Nuttall, 
Major William Bradford’s Red River expedition 

from Fort Smith, 1819.

