“We were hedged in by two evils, and we chose that which we thought least.  Yet we could not recognize the right that the state of Mississippi had assumed to legislate for us.  We as Choctaws rather chose to suffer and be free, than live under the degrading influence of laws where our voice could not be heard in their formation.

“I could cheerfully hope that those of another age and generation may not feel the effects of those oppressive measures.  I ask you in the name of justice for repose, for myself and my injured people.  Le us alone—we will not harm you, we want rest.”
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George W. Harkins, 
district chief of the Choctaw Nation, 1832

