“We have little apprehension of giving too unfavorable an account of this portion of the country.  Though the soil is in some places fertile, the want of timber, of navigable streams, and of water for the necessities of life, render it an unfit residence for any but a nomad population. The traveler who shall at any time have traverse its desolate sands, will, we think, join us in the wish that this region may forever remain the unmolested haunt of the native hunter, the bison, and the jackal.”
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Major Stephen H. Long, 

August 17, 1819, 

report to the United States government.

