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Cherokee Women’s Petition, June 30, 1818

“We have called a meeting among ourselves to consult on the different points now before the council, relating to our national affairs.  We have heard with painful feeling that the bounds of the land we now possess are to be drawn into very narrow limits.  The land was given to us by the Great Spirit above as our common right, to raise our children upon & to make support for our rising generations.  We therefore humbly petition the head men & warriors, to hold out to the last in support of our common rights, as the Cherokee nation might have been the first settlers in this land; we therefore claim the right of the soil.

“We well remember that our country was formerly very extensive, but by repeated sales it has become very narrow limits.  Our Father the President advised us to become farmers, to manufacture our own clothes.  To this advice we have attended in every thing as far as we were able.  Now the thought of being compelled to remove the other side of the Mississippi is dreadful to us.

“We therefore unanimously join in our meeting to hold our country in common as hitherto.  

