[image: image1.wmf]“Neither myself not any other member of the regular delegation to Washington, can, ever recognize that paper as a treaty.  They are entirely inconsistent with the views of the Cherokee people.  Three times have the Cherokee people formally and openly rejected these.  The delegation representing the Cherokees, have, therefore, officially rejected these conditions themselves, and have regularly protested before the Senate and House of Representatives, against their ratification.  The Cherokee people, in two protests, the one signed by 12, 714 persons and there other by 3,250 persons, spoke for themselves against the Treaty.

“In conclusion I would observe, that I still strongly hope we shall find ultimate justice from the good sense of the administration and of the people of the United States.  I am persuaded they have erred only in ignorance forced upon them by the misrepresentation and artifices of the interested…The Cherokees, under any circumstance, have no weapon to use by argument.  If that should fail, they must submit.”







Chief John Ross, July 2, 1836

