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“ …the Indian troops who had been true to the South from the very first had been treated in many instances at though it were immaterial whether or not they were paid as promptly and equipped as thoroughly as other soldiers….No vigorous efforts had been made on the part of the southern troops to dislodge the enemy (from Indian Territory. Union troops) had desolated the land and robbed the people, until scarcely a southern family is left east and north of the Arkansas River…The promised protection of the Confederate government, owing, I am compelled to say, to the glaring inefficiency of its subordinate agents, has accomplished nothing; it has been a useless and expensive pageant; an object for the success of our enemies and the shame of our friends. I fear that we can reasonably look for no change for the better, but that the Indians will have at last to rely upon themselves alone in the defense of their country.  I believe it is in the power of the Indians unassisted, but united and determined, to hold their country.  We cannot expect to do this without serious loss and many trials and privations; but if we possess the spirit of our fathers and are resolved never to be enslaved by an inferior race and trodden under the feet of an ignorant and insolent foe, we, the Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, Seminoles, and Cherokees, never can be conquered by the Kansas jayhawkers, renegade Indians, and runaway Negroes.”

General Stand Watie, 1864.

