“In no country are the laws more respected or more certainly enforced when violated; an instance of robbery or murder, by a Choctaw of an American citizen while traveling through the nation, is not within my recollection…Punishment for the violation of the laws in the Choctaw Nation consisted of fines, whipping which ranged from nine to fifty lashes on the bare back, and death by shooting…It was a matter of honor on the part of an accused Choctaw to appear for his trial and to suffer the punishment that was meted out to him. The culprit would have been thought a coward-nothing being considered more degrading among the Choctaws- if he refused to receive or tried to escape his punishment, either of a whipping in public or of baring his breast to the ball of the rifle.”
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William Armstrong, Choctaw Agent, 

1861.

