
On arriving in Kansas I learned from General Hunter that the rebels, being largely re-enforced by troops from Texas had fought a third battle with the loyal Indians.  There old men, women, and children, had been compelled to flee for their lives from the country, and to the number of from 6000to 8000 under the lead of O-poth-lo-yo-ho-lo, a very aged and influential Creek, had taken refugee near the southern border of Kansas.  General Hunger, instantly detailed officers to go to their assistance, and was doing everything in his power to alleviate their sufferings.


It would be impossible to give an adequate description of the suffering endured by these people during their flight.  It was in the dad of winter, the ground covered with ice and snow, and the weather most intensely cold.  Without shelter, without adequate clothing, and almost destitute of food, a famishing, freezing multitude of fugitives, they arrived in Kansas entirely unexpectedly, and where not the slightest preparation had been made to alleviate their sufferings or provide for their wants.  Within two months after their arrival two hundred and forty of the Creeks alone died, over a hundred frosted limbs were amputated within a like period of time.  


On the 6th of February I was informed by General Hunter that he could not furnish provisions for these people beyond the 15th of that month, and that it was beyond his power to furnish them even a moderate supply of tents and clothing.  


With your approbation, I determined to purchase upon credit, such supplies as their most pressing necessities seemed to require, and for that purpose appointed a special agent, charged with the duty of making the necessary purchases for food, clothing, and shelter, and delivering the same to Superintendent Coffin.  Congress at once authorized the annuities due to several of the tribes to be applied to the purpose of defraying the expenses thus incurred.  

      -Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
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