George Duffield’s Diary

1866, May 31


“Swimming Cattle in the order We worked all day in the River & at Dusk got the last Beefe over--& am now out of Texas—This day will long be remembered by me—There was one of our party Drowned today (Mr. Carr) & Several narrow escapes and I among the no.”


June 1:  “Stampede last night among 6 droves & a general mix up and loss of Beeves.  Hunt Cattle again  Men all tired & want to leave.  am in the Indian country am annoyed by them believe they scare the Cattle to get pay to collect them.”


“Hard rain & wind Storm Beeves ran & had to be on horseback all night Awful night.  we all night clear bright morning.”  

June 5,  “We hauled cattle out of the Mud with oxen half the day.”

June 12, “Last Night 5, 000 Beeves stampeded at this place & a general mix u was the result.”

June 23, “Worked all day hard in the River trying to make the Beeves swim & did not get one over.”  “Had to go back to Prairie Sick & discouraged Have not got the Blues but am in a Hel of a fix.  Indians held High Festival over stolen Beef all night.”
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