“The nation is improving...

“In 1810 there were 19,500 cattle; 6,100 horses; 19,600 swine; 1,037 sheep. 

At this time there are 22,000 cattle; 7600 horses; 46,000swine; 2,500 sheep; 62 Blacksmith-shops; 
8 cotton machines; 18 schools; 18 ferries; and a number of public roads.  In one district there were, last winter, upwards of 1000 volumes of good books.”
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Elias Boudinot, Cherokee, 1826

“…look at the entire population as it now is, and say, can you see any indication of a progressing improvement.  You know that it is almost a dreary waste.  I speak the words of truth and soberness.  In the light that I consider my countrymen, and to judge of their happiness by their condition as such, is bad enough.  I say their condition is wretched.  Look, my dear sire, around you, and see that progress that vice and immorality have already made!  See the spread of intemperance, and the wretchedness and misery it has already occasioned! “

                                                       Elias Boudinot, 1837
