Honorable Dan W. Peery,

 The House of Representatives, 

December 2, 1910, 

 Special Session of the Third Legislature 

State of Oklahoma

The House, being in Committee of the Whole and having under consideration House Bill No. 1, the bill locating the capital at Oklahoma City, Mr. Peery spoke as follows: 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Third Legislature: The gentlemen who represent the minority here claim there is a sacred contract between the people of the State of Oklahoma and the Congress of the United States, that the capital of this State should be and remain at Guthrie, in the County of Logan. 

Gentlemen, this controversy did not begin this year, nor last year, but it began on the first day of May, 1890. At that time the act creating the Territory of Oklahoma, known as the Organic Act, passed by Congress of the United State, became a law. There was a provision in that Organic Act which read "The first legislature shall meet at Guthrie and as soon thereafter as the Legislature and the Governor shall deem expedient, they shall proceed to locate the permanent seat of government for the Territory of Oklahoma." 

As I am the only member who served in the first Territorial Legislature, I will give an account of our first effort to locate the permanent capital of Oklahoma. 

When we arrived at Guthrie, the temporary capital, we found the Republicans in majority; they thought that they would organize…the location of the permanent seat of government at Guthrie. 

We representatives from Oklahoma City were perfecting an organization to locate the capital at Oklahoma City. We expected to distribute some of the state institutions among the different towns of the state and get the capital for Oklahoma City. 
…We carried the bill through the House by a vote of fourteen to twelve. 

Immediately upon its passage, I ran to the depot to send telegrams to my Oklahoma City friends, telling them that we had located the capital at Oklahoma City. While at the depot, I received a hurried message to come to the House immediately. When I returned to the House, I found that something had gone wrong. Through some subtle influence, known only to Guthrie financiers, two Populist members of our combination had deserted us. 

At the next session of Congress, when that body made an appropriation to pay the expenses of the Territorial Legislature, they put in a clause which read, "Provided that this Legislature shall take no action towards moving the capital from the town of Guthrie.”
