[image: image1.png]shout was the high point of the day in Okla-
homa settlements a hundred years ago.

Stagecoaches were then the last word in luxury. They
had emerged in England under Queen Elizabeth, and
the “coach and four” came to America late in the 17th
Century. There were aleo stage wagons which tried to
combine the best features of both. Coaches had glass in
the top half of the doors and glass panels in the windows
which could be raised or lowered. Large windows were
covered with leather curtains which could be unrolled
and buttoned tight to keep out rin or sow.

Saloon coaches were finished inside with russet
leather seats and damask headliner. Candle lamps it the
interior as well as furnished outside illumination.

Until the railroads came the stagecoach was the finest
conveyance on wheels. After the railroads, coaches still
took care of important travel areas. Often they were
used in a_person’s business. One actually served as a
cross country bank.

The siagecoach Pawnee Bill used in his Wild West
Show originally served this purpose. The paymaster-
general of the Army and the paymaster of the Indian
Department emploved it as a traveling bank between
Cheyenne and Fort Sl

More important, however, was coach travel. Some
Oklahoma stagecoach roads followed what had carlier
been Indian trails. Indian Territory boasted three major
tary roads. Four major stageeoach highways have
left. their marks

An_early trail to Santa Fe was routed near the
Canadian. The Texas Rood_extended from the head-
waters of Grand River into Kansas and Missouri. The
California Road carried traffic of fevered gold seekers
westward bound. The Butterfield Trail opened the first
cross-continental stagecoach overland mail service, cross-
ing Tndian Territory from Fort Smith to the Red River,
where it entered Texas at Colbert's Ferry.

1t you were enroute to California this would be the
route you would take. Your ticket would cost $200. You
purchased your own meals at stations where they changed
horses.

Until recently, modern airlines permitted you o carry
forty pounds of luggage. You would have been allowed
the same amount on your stagecoach trip, but no excess,
there wasn't room. A newspaper recommended that gen-
tlemen include in their luggage; one Sharpe's rifle and
a hundred cartridges; a Colt's Navy revolver and two
pounds of balls; a knife and sheath; a pair of thick woolen
socks, six undershirts, and a_soldiers overcoat; in sum-
‘mer one blanket, in winter two; a piece of India rubber
cloth for blankets, plus toilet articles.

Travel schedules usually departed from the town's
leading hotel with early morning departures. Travelers
were awakened in time for breaklast. If you were the
most distinguished passenger you might be given the
place of honor — a seat by the driver (if there was o
requirement for a shotgun guard). Otherwise, you would
take the seat of your choice. Stages carried from six to

Here comes the stagecoach!” shouted ex-
citedly by the announcer, signaled. the finale
of Pavnee Bill's Wild West Show. The same
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[image: image2.png]ten passengers, wagons up to twelve. Travelers insisted
that four passengers across country to California were
all the six or eight passenger coaches should carry, due
to uncomfortable riding and sleeping conditions.

The most important figure was the driver. He had to b
‘a master at the reins and often had to drive around curves
50 short that he complained the horses could eat from
the baggage boot. He had to be alert for dangers for
the lives of passongers, as well as the mail, and often
payrolls which were in his charge. He had to keep the
schedule from town to town, and collect the passenger
tickets.

continued on page thirty

The Friszell family has performed worthy service for Okl
homa and the hériage of the American West throgh thei work
i restoration of vintage histori vehicles

ajor Gordon W ~Patenee Bill" Lilic once wrote that the
coach pictured here cas first used b the Indian Dept. as @ “tra
Cling bk~ an the Chevenns and Fort Sill Line, I convered
Uhotsands of doflars of ireasure in Indian funds and Army pay-
7ol under Cavary Detashment guard. Patonee Bl secared the
Coach for use in b Wild West Shou. Afier his passing i was
it on Bl Houh Peak ai the mercy of the weather, before
Fanee Bis famed mansion there becare the main afiraction
of Pasomee Bl State Park. The stagecoach tas purchased as a
hasket case” by John and Mildred Frizzell. s rusty parts were
literally rahed out of th krass. They retored the tehicie n heir
Coach and Whael Works on North Visginia in Oklahoma Citv
n 1568 this same coach i then used to make the Contennial
Celebration r.run of the Buttereld Overland Meil Stage Line
from Tipton, Missours, to San Francisco, Calfornia

"The' Frisell family has located, in Oblaoma, the famed
Deaivond Coach which traveled the Woming siageline route i
Fort Laganie, Raluhide Buttes, and Wa Honnet Creek to Dead.
wood, $.D, When Bufolo Bil eturned from his scout with Gen
Crook in 1576 e rove this coath back 1o Fort Laramie. Perhaps
he st piagued b bandits of any frontie stageiine, ehu I
Siaughter swas bloten offthe boot 9 this coach and killed by an
outiia's charge of buckshot in 1575, The runciway team refused
o stop that i and ook the coach and mal safely on to Gree

s Station, bt the coach teas stopped and robbed many times

3 suh notorious rosbers as Deatlicond Dick, Curley Grimes, ancl
Poglegg Bradley. Later, the coach woaswreched and abandoned:
When Bufflo il Cody aried is traceling wesiorn shotcs, Col.
Liuke Vorhees, manager of the Black Hill siageline gave the
coach to Cod. Not this toferan frontier stagecoach, s years
aith the glamorous il show ar behind, stans abandoned ard
rottng ot a1 Okiahoma ranch sard. 1t is cxpose t the weather,
i wheels sunk fely deep in rated grass and earth amid the
alen sereck age of the 1o an frame uslding which once pro
lcted it Would that o kindly protidence might place i in the
hands of somcone ke the Frizzell Coach and Wheel Works,
kit i stageevach restoration, o estore it 1o is gory.
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Before the stagecoach, mail traveled at 3% miles per
hour. With their arrival, traveling speed doubled to 6
or 8 miles per hour. Passengers were excited at the pros-
pect of such swift travel.

Travel was not comfortable. The drive from Fort Smith
across the Arkansas and Poteau Rivers, wrote one pas
senger, “was made through mud and water the whole
way. When we alighted from the coach we were quite
wet with dampness.”

Tn muddy weather the coach often used eight horses.
When they hit mudholes the men were requested to get
out and lighten the coach, or push if needed, to et the
coach through the mud. The horses would sometimes be
in mud almost to_their bellies. When the road cleared,
the driver would make up for lost time by whipping the
horses into a gallop over rocks and ruts, swearing and
yelling.

“This was an experience,” a traveler wrote, describing
night riding through the moonlight and tree shadows. AL
night the driver had to depend on his own knowledge
of the road’s location. Inside the dark coach “one
bounded, now on the hard seat, now against the roof,
now against the side of the wagon. It was no joke, but
T confess T rather liked the excitement.”

Almost as bad as heavy rains, was dust. The horses
churned up clouds of dust. Tt permeated the interior. Tt
sifted in clouds through the floorboards, billowed through
the windows, enveloped the rocking coach and passengers,
settling inside clothing, irritating noses and throats.

Every 15 to 18 miles horses were changed for fresh
ones. The most important stage stop after Fort Gibson
was Boggy Depot, where passengers could light, obtain
a meal for about fifty cents and trade tobacco with In-
dians for water to wash their faces

If the excitement within the coach was not enough,
travelers could look forward to a posssible Indian attack,
or hold-up. There was nothing dull in a cross-country

stagecoach trip.

After the automobile, show makers capitalized on stage-
coach adventures. With the passing of the stagecoach
shows, a few of the couches and wagons found their way
into the hands of collectors and museums. In Oklahoma,
we are fortunate enough (o have three carly American
stageconches and one stage wagon.

The Gaddis stage wagon is at the Woolaroe Museum,
Bartlesville, brought there after serving through carly
days in Montana. Two of the stagecoaches performed
last with the 101 Ranch Wild West Show. One of these,
unrestored, is the property of Mrs. Charles E. Wahl,
near Ponca City. Mrs. Wahl's father was Jack Webb,
early Victor Recording star, famed trick shot and roper
with the 101 show.

You may sce another 101 Ranch coach, restored to
mint newness by the Frizzells, on the first floor of the
Historieal Building, Oklahoma City. This coach was
given to the Society by Zack Miller.

The Pawnee Bill Hotel Coach, now owned by John
and Mildred Frizzell, may be seen at 108 West Main,
Oklahoma City. This coach was used to make the Cen-
tennial re-run in 1958 of the Butterfield Overland Mail
Stage Line from Tipton, Missouri, to San Francisco,
California

A new stagecoach, built by the Frizzell Coach and
‘Wheel Works, is on display at the National Cowboy Hall
of Fame near Oklahoma City. With superlative crafts-
manship, oilman-hobbyist John Frizzell and his family
have restored vintage stagecoaches and other horse
drawn vehicles to spanking perfection equal (o the cen-
tury past day they first rolled, brand new, from some
castern carriage works. Due 1o the dedicated work of
the Frizzells, in restoration and in building new coaches,
it is still_possible, in Soonerland, nocasionally to hear
in reality the thrilling shout, “Here comes the stage-
coach!”
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