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“From the 2d of March, 1889, when the act of Congress opening Oklahoma to settlement became a law, until the 22d day of April following, there was a constant congregating of people along the south line of Kansas.  They came from all points, from the east, west and north.  Never before, in the history of this country, was there such an excitement, such a universal desire to secure homes, as was witnessed at the opening of Oklahoma.  The movement was confined to no class or condition in life.  The rich and the poor, the refined and the ignorant, all joined in the onward march to Oklahoma.


On Sunday, the 21st of April, the day before the opening of the Territory, it was estimated that at Arkansas City alone there were ten thousand people awaiting the hour to enter the Territory. There were also large numbers at Caldwell, and other points along the south line of Kansas.


The scenes on Monday morning beggar description.  Fully ten thousand people were clamoring to be allowed to board the first train.  As the first train reached the northern boundary of Oklahoma, it was halted until the remaining trains reached the same point, where they remained until signaled by the commanding officer of the troops stationed at that point to cross the line into the promised land.


Thousands of people, some in wagons and carriages, some on horseback, and some on foot, were massed on the north line of the Territory, awaiting the signal to enter.  While a large majority had no idea about the topography of the country they were about to enter, or where or in what direction they would find a desirable piece of land, there were some who had made selections in advance.  While awaiting the signal to start, groups of men studying maps, charts, and hastily drawn diagrams of Oklahoma were seen all along the line.


Riding to a high point of ground, were he could be seen for miles each way, with a flag in one hand and bugle in the other, the signal officer took his position.  At precisely 12 o’clock he raised the bugle to his lips and gave the signal blast, long and loud, waving and dropping the flag at the same moment.  Then began the react for homes.  It was a race free to all.  None were barred.  Neither sex, age, or circumstances were imposed as conditions.  the Government was the starter, and the American people were the racers.


The long railway trains, too, with ear-piercing shrieks from their engine whistles, joined in the race.


While the foregoing scenes were enacted no the north line, thousands entered the Territory from the south, crossing the South Canadian at Purcell, a city of some 2,000 inhabitants, situated on the right bank of the Canadian.


Many, after making the race at a breakneck speed, on the best blooded horses, secured for the occasion, were enraged to find, upon reaching the coveted quarter section that it had already been taken by some one whose watch was a little faster or who had been hiding in the woods until the appointed hour, when they emerged from their hiding places and boldly took possession of such claims as pleased them.  In many instances there would be several claimants for the same subdivision of land, but there was no means of determining which was the first man on the land.


The Pottawatomie country on the east line, as also the Indian country on the west, offered large opportunities for entering the Territory before the hour named by the President.  Orders were issued that all railway trains entering the Territory from either the north or south should be held at the line until 12 o’clock noon, and while trains from the south, as the first train from that direction reached Guthrie, some sixty miles from the south line before 12 o’clock on the opening day.


And so the race went on until all had driven a homestead stake into Oklahoma soil.  A number of passenger trains carrying several thousand people came into the Territory .  A majority of the passengers disembarked from these trains at Norman, Oklahoma City and Edmond, a comparatively few going to Guthrie.  


At Guthrie, Oklahoma City, and Kingfisher there was little or no attempt to disguise the fact that those town-sites were selected and staked out in open defiance of law.  This was especially true as relates to Guthrie, where combinations of men that had organized weeks before the opening; entered upon the scene on Sunday afternoon, they laid out and staked off the most valuable portions of Guthrie, thus securing a considerable portion of the best property surrounding the land office.


Those combinations were materially aided by many of the Deputy United States marshals.


Trains followed trains in such rapid succession, that before 3 o’clock on that afternoon, the beautiful plateau to the west of the Cottonwood, as also the undulating prairie to the east, south, and north of the land office, that but two short hours before looked like a carpet of green in the distance, now presented all the colors of the rainbow.  Tents of all colors, blankets of every shade, flags and streamers of every hue, coats and in fact anything and everything that could be hoisted to the breeze, were brought into requisition.  Some served as a shelter for their owners, yet the larger number were devices intended as a notice that the lots so marked were taken.  And when 7 o’clock came the whole face of the country, presented a scene never before witnessed in any country.”

                                     -1890, History of Oklahoma, Marion Tuttle Rock

