Organic Act


An act to provide a temporary government for the Territory of Oklahoma, to enlarge the jurisdiction of the United States Court in the Indian Territory, and for other purposes.


A.  Be it Enacted,  That all that portion of the United States known as the Indian Territory, except actually occupied by the Five Civilized Tribes, and the Indian Tribes within the Quapaw Indian Agency, and the unoccupied part of the Cherokee Outlet, together with the Public Land strip, is hereby erected into a temporary government by the name of the Territory of Oklahoma.


C.  The Public Land strip, is bounded by the one-hundredth meridian, south by Texas, west by new Mexico, north by Colorado and Kansas.


D.  Whenever the interest of the Cherokee Indians in the land known as the Cherokee Outlet shall have been extinguished, said outlet shall thereupon, and without further legislation, become a part of the Territory of Oklahoma.


E.  Any other lands within the Indian Territory shall hereafter become a part of the Territory of Oklahoma whenever the Indian nation or tribe owning such lands shall signify to the President of the United States in legal manner its assent that such lands shall so become a part of said Territory.  


Section 18.  All the lands embraced in the Public Land strip shall be open to settlement under the provisions of the homestead laws of the United States.


Each settler under and in accordance with the provisions of said homestead laws, shall before receiving a patent for his homestead pay to the United States, for the land so taken by him, a sum per acre equal to the amount which has been or may be paid by the United States to obtain a relinquishment of the Indian title but in no case shall such a payment be less than One Dollar and Twenty-five Center per acre.


That the Indians who become citizens of the United States under the provision of this act do not forfeit or lose any rights or privileges they enjoy or are entitled to as members of the tribe or nation to which they belong.







-May 2, 1890  

