Run of 1889 “Most Remarkable”


The Oklahoma Run on April 22, 1889, was in some respects “the most remarkable thing in the 19th Century,” commented Harper’s Weekly, on May 18 of that year.


Harper’s, one of the nation’s top magazines in that day, staffed the run and printed columns about the various aspects.


“At twilight (April 22),” wrote the Harper’s correspondent concerning Guthrie, “the camp fires of 10,000 people gleamed on the grassy slopes of Cimarron Valley, where the night before, the coyote, the grey wolf, and the deer had roamed undisturbed.  Never before in the history of the west has so large a number of people been concentrated in one place in such a short length of time.”


“In its picturesque aspects the rush across the border on opening day must go down in history as one of the most noteworthy events of western civilization.


“The day was one of perfect peace.  The whole expanse of space from zenith to horizon was spotless in its blue purity.


“As the expectant home-seekers waited with restless patience, the clear sweet notes of a cavalryman’s bugle rose and hung a moment on the startled air.


“Moved by the same impulse, each driver lashed his horses furiously; each rider dug his spurs into his willing steed, and each man on foot caught his breath hard and darted forward.  A cloud of dust rose where the home seekers had stood in line.



“Notwithstanding the assertions of the Soldiers that every boomer had been driven out of Oklahoma the woods along the various streams within Oklahoma were literally full of people the night before the run.


“Nine-tenths of these people made settlement upon the land illegally.  The other tenth would have done so had there been any desirable land to settle upon…


“The journey of the first train (Santa Fe Railway) was well nigh as interesting.  The train left Arkansas City at 8:45 a.m.  It consisted of an empty baggage car, which was set aside for the use of newspaper correspondents, eight passenger coaches and a caboose.  


“So uncomfortably crowded were they that some of the younger boomers climbed on roofs of the cars and clung perilously to the ventilators.


“Throughout all the landscape were clumps of trees, apple orchards set in fertile meadows, and here and there were dim patches of white sand.


“Truly the Indians have well named Oklahoma, the beautiful land.”


When the train pulled into Guthrie at 1:20 p.m., the travelers dismayed to find that hundreds of persons were there.  Men who had expected to lay out the townsite found it had already been laid out.


“This course of the deputy U.S. Marshals was one of the most outrageous pieces of imposition upon honest home-seekers ever practiced in the settlement of a new country…


“The next day the trains going north were filled with returning boomers, disgusted beyond expression.


“During the first three days food was nearly as hard to get as water.  Dusty ham sandwiches sold on the streets for as high as 25 cents each while in restaurants a plate of pork and beans was valued at 75 cents.  Few men had enough funds to eat a hearty meal.”


Within a few weeks, some lots in Guthrie were selling for 50 cents each.


“In one case a Wisconsin boomer sold two Guthrie lots, a $12 tent, $6 worth of blankets and a week’s provisions for $4.”
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